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BRIEFER ARTICLES. 

New grasses. — Sporoboltis Bolanderi. Culms slender, about a foot high 
Uecumbeat below, smooth: leaves narrowly linear, flaccid; radical ones about 
6 inches long; cauline ones similar, 1 to 2 inches long; lia;ule short and obtuse ; 
upper half of stem naked: panicle 2 to 3 inches long, sparsely flowered, open, 
lax, lower branches in twos or threes, filiform, 1 to IJ inches long, flowering 
above the middle: spikelets about 2 inches long; empty glumes unequal, 
1-nerved, upper one ovate-lanceolate, 1 line long or more, lower one J- shorter; 
flowering glume nearly 2 lines long, oblong-lanceolate, 5-nerved, softly pubes- 
cent on the nerves below ; palet equaling its glume, finely ciliate on the nerves ; 
sterile pedicel prominent, J to ^ as long as the flower. — Collected at MultinO- 
mah Falls, Oregon, by Dr. H. N. Bolander. 

Agrostis attenuata. Culms slender, smooth, erect, atteniiated, 2 to 3 feet 
long: radical leaves narrowly linear, 2 to 4 inches long; culm leaves 3, distant, 
sheaths shorter than the internodes, smooth; ligule membranaceous, conspicu- 
ous, 2 to 3 lines long ; blade 2 to 3 inches long, narrow, acuminate : panicle 3 to 
4 inches long, pyramidal, lower branches in threes or fives, somewhat unequal, 1 
to 2 inches long, capillary, few-flowered, pedicels mostly longer than the spike- 
lets, which are about IJ lines long: empty glumes equal, oblong-lanceolate, 
acute, scabrous on the keel; flowering glume nearly as long; palet wanting. — 
Found by Mr. Thomas Howell, near Mt. Hood, Oregon. It belongs to the 
scabra group, but is well distinguished as a species. 

Agrostis roLiosA. Culms stoloniferous, erect, IJ feet high, leafy nearly 
to the summit: leaves 3 to 5 inches long, 2 to 3 lines wide, acuminate, some- 
what scabrous; sheaths smooth; ligule short, obtuse: panicle lanceolate, 4 to 
6 inches long, 1 J inches wide below, open, branches mostly in fives, uneven, i 
to IJ inches long, flowering near the extremities, subdivided mostly below the 
middle, pedicels longer than the spikelets, which are about IJ lines long: 
iinpty glumes lanceolate, acute; flowering glumes a little shorter, about 5- 
nerved, the lateral nerves excurrent at the apex, the midnerve usually term- 
inating in a short awn near the middle; palet wanting.— Collected in Oregon 
by Thomas Howell and by Dr. H. N. Bolander. 

MuHLENBEHGiA Neo-Mexicana. Perennial: culms mostly branched near 
the base from thickened nodes, wiry, erect, 1 to 2 feet high, scabrous: cauline 
leaves about 5, setaceous, erect, about 3 inches long, the upper one near the 
panicle; ligule short, lacerate: panicle narrow, linear to lanceolate, 4 to 6 
inches long, the branches unequal, mostly in twos, appressed, the longer 1 to 2 
inches long, flowering to the base, the branchlets sessile and closely flowered : 
spikelets sessile or nearly so, about 2 lines long without the awn; empty glumes 
equal, more than half as long as the spikelet, lanceolate, acuminate or awl- 
pointed, 1-nerved; flowering glume short stalked, 3 nerved, narrow, acuminate 
and terminating in a straight, slender awn 4 to 6 lines long. — Rocky hills and 
mountain sides. New Mexico and Arizona. 

MuHLENBEEGiA ACUMINATA. Culins crect, 3 to 4 feet high, smooth : rad- 
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ical leaves involute, 6 to 12 inches long; caaline ones 3 or 4, distant, narrow, 
becoming involute, acuminate, lower 6 to 8 inches long, upper 1 to 2 inches, 
scabrous; ligule 3 to 4 lines long, lacerate: panicle linear, 6 to 10 inches long, 
branches in twos or threes, closely appressed, the lower 1 or 2 inches long, 
flowering to the base, branchlets short and erect; pedicels and rhachis scab- 
rous: spikelets 2 lines long; empty glumes half as long, nearly equal, obtuse 
and denticulate at the apex, membranaceous; flowering glume 2 lines long, 
rigid, 3-nerved, acuminate, and terminating in a minute awn, about a line 
long; palet as long as its glume, acute. — Number 1993, C. Wright's collection 
in New Mexico. A well marked species. — Dr. George Vasey. 

Ambrosia bidentata Xtriflda.— A hybrid from these parents has been 
sent to us by Mr. Eggert, of St. Louis. That district is famous for hybrids. 
Dr. Engelmann having detected so many there, but this one, we believe, is new. 

A. Gray. 

Selinum Canadense in Indiana. — The discovery of this northern spe- 
cies in middle Indiana is a very interesting fact. Known to students of Gray's 
Manual as Conioselinum Canadense, or Hemlock-Parsley, its range is entirely 
north of Indiana, except as it finds its way southward along the higher sum- 
mits of the Alleghanies, and is usually found in swamps. I found it a little 
over a mile north of Crawfordsville, clinging to an almost inaccessible bluff 
wall, in surroundings kept constantly cold and wet by springs. It was in both 
flower and fruit October 1.5. — J. N. Rose. 

Dr. George Martin. — Those interested in mycology will be pained to 
learn of the recent death of Dr. George Martin. The study of our American 
fungi was with the deceased a thing of recent years, and was taken up mainly 
because he saw in it an opening for good work in its relation to practical med- 
icine. However it was not long before he became so interested in these plants 
that almost his whole leisure and strength were given to them. When one 
remembers how many of the specimens in Ellis' Centuries of North American 
Fungi were collected, and how many more were critically studied by Dr. Mar- 
tin, there will be a surprise to know that he had been for years an invalid 
whose life hung upon the slenderest thread. The deceased left behind him a 
manuscript volume which might well be published as a memorial of his labors. 
It contains a large number of colored illustrations, with spore measurements, 
and descriptions of the fungi he had studied. Such a volume would be a real 
boon to American mycologists. During his life, when urged by his friends to 
publish it, his modesty always led him to evade the question or to depreciate 
the real value of what he had done. He was distinguished as a physician, 
high-toned and honoi-able as a man, public-spirited as a citizen, and warm- 
hearted as a friend. None can regret his death more than his neighbors in 
West Chester, Pa., who knew and loved him well.— J. T. Rothkock. 

Two new Californian plants. — On making for the first time a botanical 

excursion to Monte Diablo I found upon its very summit the little Campanula 

here described which has heretofore been overlooked, probably on account of 

ts diminutive size and ephemeral duration, rather than from its absolute 



